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Minutes, November 11, 2025
(Will be approved with any necessary amendments at the next meeting)

REGULAR MEETING
The monthly meeting of the Town of Otsego Planning Board was held on this date at the Town Office Building in Fly Creek, New York.  Chairman Tom Huntsman called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Clerk Bill Deane took roll call.  Board members present were Huntsman, Sharon Kroker, Elizabeth Horvath, May Leinhart, and Mike Hodgman.  Jay Bosley (Vice-Chairman), Ann Cannon, and alternate member Matt Glynn were absent.  Deane reminded the Board that four votes were required to pass any motion.  Town Supervisor Ted Feury, Zoning Enforcement Officer Wylie Phillips, and Planning Board Attorney Jill Poulson were also present.
The Board reviewed the minutes of October 7, e-mailed to the members.  Deane noted that the correct spelling of Leatherstocking representative MacLeish’s first name is Padraic, not Patrick.  Kroker moved to accept the minutes as amended.  Horvath seconded the motion and it was approved, 5-0.
Deane said the only real correspondence received since the last meeting was from Joseph Homburger, a copy of his October 9 letter to the Town Board recommending a moratorium on subdivisions.
Chairman Huntsman asked if anyone from the public had a comment on any non-agenda items.  Joe Potrikus commended Deane for his many years of fine service to the Board.  Potrikus also showed and touted a copy of Joanie Parrillo’s book, Cooperstown, NY: Home of the Unsung Heroes.
Chairman Huntsman asked if anyone had a legal or ethical conflict with either of tonight’s applicants.  No one reported any conflict.  The Board moved on to applications.


APPLICATIONS 
Joe Potrikus – Sketch plan conference, boundary line adjustment in RA2 district – 467 & 483 County Highway 26 (#114.00-1-74.04 & -74.22)
	Joe Potrikus described his proposed lot line adjustment with neighbor Mike Eckert, who was also present.  They wanted to make sure it was approvable before incurring legal expenses.  Potrikus brought a 10/9/97 survey showing his 19.05-acre lot abutting Eckert’s .34-acre land-locked parcel.  The plan is for Potrikus to convey one acre, giving Eckert road frontage and making his lot “less non-conforming.”
	Chairman Huntsman said he saw no problem with the proposal, as the benefits outweigh any detriments.  Attorney Poulson said Potrikus should provide a completed boundary lot adjustment application, an updated survey, and deed language describing the proposed new lots.  Potrikus said it would take some time to get the survey.
	Clerk Bill Deane advised Potrikus to give the Board two weeks’ notice when he was ready to return.

Gary Wehner – First lot split in RA2 district – 225 Bristol Road (#112.00-1-12.01)
	Applicant Gary Wehner was represented by his son, Chris, who said his father has owned a 32.1-acre parcel with a house since about 1990.  He wants to divide it into two, keeping 22.2 acres and selling the remaining 9.9 acres including the house.  Zoning Enforcement Officer Phillips said there had been no previous divisions of the property since 1987, making this a first lot split.
	Wehner submitted a 9/12/25 Lawson survey showing the proposed split.  Chairman Huntsman noted that it created “flag lots,” which the Board discourages.  He suggested the boundary line be redrawn, making the smaller lot more rectangular while maintaining the proposed acreage and road frontage of each lot.  Huntsman listed the Board’s requirements for a complete first lot split application.
	Clerk Bill Deane advised Wehner to give the Board two weeks’ notice when he was ready to return.


OTHER BUSINESS
Zoning Enforcement Officer Wylie Phillips said he had nothing new to report.
Tom Huntsman said that his wife, Julie, had attended the September 10 Town Board meeting in his stead as Planning Board liaison, but he forgot to bring a report.
Elizabeth Horvath attended the October 8 Town Board meeting as Planning Board liaison, and e-mailed a report to the members.  Clerk Bill Deane read it aloud.  During that meeting, two people made comments about the potential Manocherian subdivision, and there were updates on the various Town committees.  Sharon Kroker is scheduled to attend tomorrow’s Town Board meeting as Planning Board liaison. 
Chairman Huntsman gave updates on the Land Use Law and Comprehensive Plan Committees.
Mike Hodgman asked about the potential Manocherian application.  The Land Subdivision Regulations, Section 3.4 (a), specify that a sketch plan for a major subdivision should be followed by a formal application within six months.  Deane read aloud from the Board’s August 5 minutes, when the sketch plan was presented.  Joe Homburger asked for and was given permission to speak.  He expressed concerns about the proposed subdivision, and the need for the Town Board to impose a moratorium.  Supervisor Feury and Attorney Poulson weighed in with information on how and when a moratorium could be put into place.
Bill Deane discussed the December 2 agenda.  The Zoning Board of Appeals has a pending application from Back Family Trust for repair/expansion of an existing residence within 100 feet of Otsego Lake; if the ZBA grants the necessary variances next week, the application may come to the Planning Board in December.  With the agenda deadline only a week away, there are no other pending applications.
With no further business, at 8:19 PM Sharon Kroker moved to adjourn the meeting.
					Respectfully submitted,



Bill Deane, Clerk
